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Everyone in this city knows my work in pursuit of peace and social and 
economic justice.  I spent 16 years representing Cleveland in the US 
House, warning this country to avoid disastrous wars, to take a new role 
in the world as a nation among nations, to use our wealth to build the 
good life here at home, to build new structures for peace abroad and 
here at home, to make the dream of nonviolence a reality.  
 
Since 2001, America has spent over $6 trillion dollars for security, 
pursuing wars based on lies, under the assumption that we had to “fight 
them there” or we would fight them here.  The annual budget for the 
Pentagon and war now exceeds a trillion dollars.   War, and the impulse 
to war has cycled up in the world.  Millions of innocents have perished. 
And war has come home, 14,000 persons were killed by gun violence in 
the US last year.    Eight million assault weapons circulate freely in the 
US, ready to unleash  horror in our schools and every public place.  The 
war, its weapons and the mentality they bring have arrived on our 
shores.  As Walt Kelly once wrote, “We have met the enemy.  And he is 
us.” 
 
Time after time I rose in Congress to take a position against the 
leadership of our federal government, without regard to party, on 
matters of war and the mass violence it precipitates everywhere.    In 
2001, I called for the creation of a new structure devoted to addressing 
the proliferation of violence in our society.  In 2012, I introduced the 
doctrine of Strength Through Peace into the narrative of the 
Presidential campaign, calling for America to come home from its 800 
bases in 130 countries and create jobs for all, housing for all, health care 
for all, education for all and clean air and water for all.  
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
I took these stands precisely because I am from Cleveland, because I 
remember growing up in Cleveland the oldest of seven children, I 
remember the struggle my parents had trying to find a place for us, I 
remember living in 21 different places by the time I was seventeen, 
including a couple of cars.  
 
I remember living in neighborhoods of color where blacks and whites 
alike were riveted to daily concerns of shelter, adequate food, clothing, 
health care, trying to keep a step ahead of the bill collectors, trying to 
avoid the violence which inevitably spilled out of the tenements into the 
streets.  I’m not simply saying I remember where I came from.  I’m 
saying this is who I am.  
 
It’s why I am not afraid of taking on powerful interest groups, because 
some of us who grew up on mean streets aren’t afraid of anything.  
 
It’s why I fought to save public power,  Muny Light, in Cleveland, 
because it matters what people pay for electricity.  I’ve taken on the 
mob, banks, utilities monopolies, real estate combines, insurance 
companies, never quit, never gave up, never faltered, kept pushing 
against the odds, not just hoping to change the outcome, but envisioning 
new possibilities, identifying them, calling them forward, naming them, 
setting them into motion, until the seeming impossible occurred.  
Miracles abide in each one of us, waiting to be awakened from our 
fear-induced slumber.  
 
Paraphrasing George Bernard Shaw, ‘I see things that never were and 
say: Why Not?’ 
 
Why not health care for all?  Why not jobs for all?  Why not clean air and 
water?  Why not prosperous family farms?  Why not restoration of our 
land?  Why not peace?  
 
Five years away from my service as a member of the United States 
House of Representatives, I stand here as a candidate for the 2018 



Democratic nomination for Governor of Ohio.  My campaign, which 
began on January 17, 2018, has brought forth an agenda including 
rebuilding our state’s infrastructure, jobs, workers’ rights, business 
investment, the environment, regenerative agricultural policies which 
restore economic vitality for our family farmers, criminal justice reform, 
prison reform, new drug policies, marijuana legalization, public 
education, higher education, broadband and internet, consumer 
protection, health care for all, full public transportation funding, 
restoration of local government funds, an end to partisan 
gerrymandering and public financing of state elections.  
 
At latest count our campaign has advanced 48 separate initiatives.  
 
From day one I told people exactly what I would do, including ending 
fracking and deep injection wells, stopping for-profit charters from 
stealing, giving local school boards and local taxpayers control over 
charter schools, nullifying HB70 which is a path to privatize public 
education, ending private for-profit prisons, making health care more 
affordable and more accessible by creating a not for profit health care 
system. 
 
I would have been content to run to the May 8th primary with those 
four dozen issues and a few dozen more.  Each one is salient, each one is 
necessary, each one a path toward a new Ohio in a transformational 
effort, free of the constraints of interest groups, defined by our 
campaign motto #Power to We the People.  
 
This is not simply a slogan, but an aspiration to realize, as did James 
Madison in 1789, when he wrote: “…all power is originally vested in and 
consequently derived from, the people.  That Government is instituted 
and ought to be exercised for the benefit of the people; which consists in 
the enjoyment of life and liberty….”  
 
I was prepared to proceed with the campaign for Governor in that spirit, 
in the context of those issues.   But events intervene in a campaign, in 
much the same way that life occurs while we make our plans, and we 
can either stay with what we planned, or pay attention to what is going 
on in the moment, to explore intervening events for deeper truths, 



deeper meanings, to see if that puts us on a path to better understanding 
of our world, ourselves, no matter the impact on an election. 
 
I did not know it at the time, but this election changed when a gunman 
armed with an assault weapon entered a high school in Parkland. 
Florida, and killed 14 students and 3 staff, while wounding 14.  
 
When that happened I thought about my own community.  I 
remembered that Cleveland once had an assault weapons ban.  I called 
my Councilwoman, Dona Brady and asked her to get me a copy of the 
ordinance.  
 
As the soul-rattling cries of a bereaved mother whose daughter was 
gunned down in Parkland echoed across the nation, I saw that Cleveland 
passed an assault weapons ban in 1991, which stood for 19 years.  
 
That is, until a new Attorney General, a Democrat, took office.  It has 
been reported that the new AG “defended” a state law which superseded 
local laws.  The truth is neither he nor any of the attorneys general who 
preceded him was required by law to enter the case, since the Ohio 
attorney general’s office is constitutionally independent.  This particular 
Attorney General elected to take up the case.  Why?  He did so at the 
prompting of Ohio gun organizations and the NRA.   In order to 
ingratiate himself with the gun lobby, he initiated court action which led 
to the repeal of the Cleveland’s assault weapon ban and blocked every 
other city in Ohio from taking action.  To put an exclamation point on his 
rationale for leading the way to overturn local assault bans, he later 
called the Court’s decision “a victory for gun owners.”  
 
I dug further into the Democratic Attorney General’s relationship with 
the NRA and discovered that he and the Texas Attorney General were 
leaders in a case popularly known as the NRA vs. Chicago (McDonald vs. 
Chicago)  which had the practical effect of undermining every single 
public safety ordinance relating to guns in every city in America. 
Cleveland, Columbus and a number of Ohio cities were on one side 
trying to protect the streets of our cities.  Richard Cordray and the NRA 
were on the other.  
 



On March 1, 2010 the Plain Dealer wrote that the Democratic Attorney 
General’s support of the case “…. could ultimately make it tougher for 
cities to pass and enforce highly restrictive,  local gun-control laws. If 
the high court agrees with positions taken separately by Corday and the 
National Rifle Association, it could "handcuff" the ability of Cleveland, 
Columbus and cities nationwide to respond to gun-related violence, the 
cities' attorneys contended in a legal filing.”  
 
The City of Cleveland’s law director was quoted as asking:  “As a city 
confronted with safety issues day in, day out, do we have the ability to 
ultimately do something about it?” 
 
Home rule is a fundamental principle of self-determination which is 
accorded every city under the Ohio Constitution.  But the then-Attorney 
General singlehandedly dismissed Home Rule as a right and made it 
subordinate to the gun lobby.  Here is the political and moral blind alley 
he led local communities and states into:  They are now strictly limited 
to what they can do to regulate gun violence.  
 
Those who advocated for Ohio’s cities said state judgment should not be 
replaced by a federal constitutional standard, that states should be 
allowed to continue to experiment with solutions to gun-related 
violence in their communities.  
 
Mr. Cordray stood with the NRA against the states and specifically 
against Cleveland and Columbus.  For his efforts in the Ohio Supreme 
Court and the US Supreme Court on behalf of the gun lobby, he earned 
an “A” from the NRA.  He was the first Democrat on the case, the first 
Democratic state official in the nation to go to work for them. 
 
“Every single official act Richard Cordray has ever taken has been 
consistent with a vibrant support of your Second Amendment rights.” 
said Buckeye Firearms in its endorsement.  One unpublicized official act 
was an unusual intervention with the Capitol Square Commission.  As 
the Commission’s attorney, he directed it to permit an armed group to 
have rally on the Statehouse grounds, even taking the extraordinary 
step of assuming personal responsibility for waiving an insurance 
requirement in the event of an incident.  Given this mendacity, once 
could only imagine the direction Ohio could be taken. 



 
As Attorney General Mr. Cordray clearly made his office an extension of 
the NRA, even bragging to gun groups that he seized the “opportunity” 
to use the power of his office to represent their interests on assault 
weapons and all gun issues.  
 
After Parkland has raised a public outcry over assault weapons, sadly, 
fearfully, Mr. Cordray falsely claimed at a candidates forum in Union 
County just two days ago that state law forced him to take up the case 
against Cleveland, when, if he had any pangs of conscience, he could 
have easily hired special counsel to defend the legislature’s actions, 
something the AG’s office under his control spent millions on every year. 
Instead he volunteered to take up the cause of the NRA. 
 
We are at a moment of soulful awareness where most of us recognize 
the time has come to change our policies with respect to assault 
weapons.  It is time for the institutions of state and national 
governments to advance to balance the requirements with protecting 
the Second Amendment ‘right to bear arms’ with the necessity of 
protecting our citizens from certain arms which are, in fact, weapons of 
war.  
 
One year ago, the 4th Federal Court of Appeals in Virginia recognized 
this, ruling that the State of Maryland assault weapons ban, which 
covered 45 different types of weapons, and a 10 round limit on gun 
magazines, was legal because as one Justice put it: “We have no power 
to extend Second Amendment protections to weapons of war.”  
 
NBC News, quoted Maryland’s Attorney General: “it's unthinkable that 
these weapons of war, weapons that caused the carnage in Newtown 
and in other communities across the country, would be protected by the 
Second Amendment,” said Brian Frosh, who as a state senator was 
responsible for the ban. 
 
On June 12, 2017, a Sig Sauer MCX, designed for use by Special 
Operations forces, was used to killed 49 and wounded 58 people at the 
Pulse Night Club in Orlando Florida.  On October 1, 2017, as 22,000 
people attended an outdoor concert, over 1,100 rounds from modified 
semi-automatic weapons were fired from 500 yards away, into a crowd 



of 22,000 people killing 58 and wounding 851 persons.   The killer had 
an arsenal of semi-automatic weapons, some modified to produce 
maximum casualties.  
 
The shooting at a school in Parkland, Florida this Valentine’s Day may 
have been a tipping point because the nation heard the soul-rattling 
grief of a bereaved mother and the outrage and the determination of 
those students who survived, who have since sparked a national 
movement, which surprisingly has growing legal and political support.  
 
The US Supreme Court, on November 27, 2017, declined to hear legal 
challenges to the Maryland Assault Weapons Ban, so it stands as law, as 
do similar bans passed by the states of California, Connecticut, Hawaii, 
and New Jersey.  
 
Last evening, in Washington, DC, Steny Hoyer of Maryland, the 
Democratic Whip of the US House became an original co-sponsor of the 
Assault Weapons Ban of 2018 just introduced in Congress.  Congress 
had established such a ban in 1994, at the urging of Presidents Ford, 
Carter and Reagan.  The ban lapsed in 2004.  Hoyer, in a statement 
noted, “…after the previous ban ended, the number of mass shootings 
increased 183% and a number of deaths in such attacks rose 239%.” 
 
At the same time, Akron City Council, led by Democratic Councilwoman 
Tara Samples, voted by an 11-2 margin to become the first local 
government in Ohio to vote in support of a resolution which calls on the 
Ohio Legislature to pass an assault weapons ban. 
 
Last week, two Ohio Democratic Senators, Michael Skindell and Charleta 
Tavares brought forth legislation to establish an assault weapons ban. 
 
The events of the past two weeks, have settled deeply into public 
awareness.  Last week I had three separate conversations about assault 
weapons which are relevant.  
 
The first was with high school students who related to me that they no 
longer feel safe in school, that the thought of someone bursting into a 
classroom with an assault weapon leaves them feeling very distracted 



and very vulnerable.  When our children should be thinking about 
learning they are instead thinking about their own survival. 
 
Teachers told me that they, too, consider the risk to their students and 
they consider the grim possibility of having to take a bullet to save the 
life of one of their charges.  It is hard to imagine that under such 
circumstances in the class room, some see more guns as the solution to 
the threatening presence of guns, or advocate arming teachers as the 
way to make classrooms safer.  
 
At a community meeting in my own neighborhood I asked for a show of 
hands of about fifty people in attendance:  “How many of you, in the past 
two years, have been in a public place and the thought crossed your 
mind that someone could enter that space with an assault weapon and 
begin shooting?”   Nearly everyone in the room raised a hand. 
 
How has it happened in our society where there are now an estimated 8 
million assault weapons, and now no public place or public space is 
considered safe? The omnipresence of metal detectors in public 
buildings, rock concerts, sports events, major gatherings of all sorts 
provides proof that the public space outside that sphere is not safe. 
 
The deeper question is why has the level of gun violence, particularly 
mass violence cycled up?  This is a human health issue.  If 14,000 people 
were suddenly struck dead by a disease, with dozens dropping en masse 
we would find out the cause and search for a cure.  We must explore 
what philosopher Eric Fromm called “the anatomy of human 
destructiveness.”  We must fully understand why such gun violence is 
occurring.  
 
We must discover what is it in our society, our way of life, our culture, 
our times which has unleashed such terror.   Are we failing spiritually to 
grasp the moral dimensions of the moment?  Has life, which is so fragile, 
so temporary, become so cheap, its end so instantaneous, its purpose, its 
journey forgotten when punctuated by bullets?  
When and how did human freedom become so narrowly defined by the 
freedom to own an assault weapon?  
 



As Governor, I will not convene armed groups outside the Capitol, I will 
convene unarmed groups inside the Capitol to search for solutions to 
gun violence, to take our state in a direction where we all feel safer, 
where we can direct our energies not just to self-protection but to 
self-improvement, to contributing to making our communities healthy 
and wealthy.  “Every jet of chaos which threatens to exterminate us, is 
convertible by intellect into wholesome force,” wrote Ralph Waldo 
Emerson. 
 
We are at a moment when we must recognize the dangers which assault 
weapons represent to civil society.  We must seek consensus which 
supports public safety, and physical and mental health.  This is yet 
another reason why we need a not-for-profit health care plan in Ohio 
which fully supports and covers access to mental health care and 
long-term treatment whenever or wherever needed.  
 
We can make major strides in eliminating gun violence through law, 
while at the same time supporting our Constitution. 
 
These words from Thomas Jefferson, inscribed upon his Memorial guide 
us still: “I am not an advocate for frequent changes in laws and 
Constitutions,” he said. “But laws and institutions must go hand in hand 
with the progress of the human mind. As that becomes more developed, 
more enlightened, as new discoveries are made, new truths discovered 
and manners and opinions change, with the change of circumstances, 
institutions must advance also to keep pace with the times.” 
 
Less than two weeks ago, on Valentine’s Day, fourteen students and 
three staff members were killed and fourteen wounded at the Marjorie 
Stoneman Douglas High School  
 
We must remember their names, their lives so full of promise.  We must 
remember the way they died and resolve “never again”. It is we the 
living who must now provide new meaning to their lives so brutally cut 
short.  We can and we must demonstrate a new awareness, and with it a 
new courage to meet squarely the issues and the instruments of 
violence in our society, while protecting our essential freedoms.  We 
must remember their names, and their ages. 
  



• Alyssa Alhadeff, 14 
• Scott Beigel, 35 
• Martin Duque, 14 
• Nicholas Dworet, 17 
• Aaron Feis, 37 
• Jaime Guttenberg, 14 
• Chris Hixon, 49 
• Luke Hoyer, 15 
• Cara Loughran, 14 
• Gina Montalto, 14 
• Joaquin Oliver, 17 
• Alaina Petty, 14 
• Meadow Pollack, 18 
• Helena Ramsay, 17 
• Alex Schachter, 14 
• Carmen Schentrup, 16 
   Peter Wang, 15 
 
To their families and friends, we remember, and your grief will be our 
constant reminder of what those of us in public life need to do to take a 
new direction which confronts interest groups who have cowed public 
officials and have flooded our country with weapons of war.  
 
I want every Ohioan to know that if I am elected Governor, I will be your 
Governor and no one else.  No interest group of any way shape or form 
has a hold on me, nor ever will.  I will not sell the office, to a political 
party, to a contributor, to an endorser, to anyone.  
 
My only interest is and will be the good of the people of the State of 
Ohio, the health, the safety and the General Welfare of our people.  
 
Accordingly, I will lead the way to a ban on assault weapons in Ohio, so 
our children can learn freely in classrooms, so our teachers are not 
under constant threat, so that we may all reclaim a safe place in our 
public places, that safe space where the comfort of security and peace of 
mind resides.  Thank you. 
 
 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peter_Wang_(cadet)


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
  


